FEMALE, aged 17. In March, 1908, she was standing on a chair, reaching for an article upon a shelf, when she overbalanced, but saved herself by clinging to the top of a door which stood near by. Her head *fell suddenly back and she heard a "crack" in her neck. .She had a good deal of pain in the neck, and went to bed for a fortnight. From that time her neck became stiff. She was admitted to the London Hospital in October, 1908. The head was bent down towards the left shoulder, and she suffered much pain. Extension was applied for a nmonth, with improvement, and she was discharged with a jacket and head support.
Present condition: Flexion of the neck is good, extension fair, rotation nuch limited. A radiograph shows considerable displacement of the odontoid process backwards. No signs of nerve injtury, and no thickening suggestive of tuberculosis. The movements of the neck have become freer.
Transverse Fracture of both Patellae, with much Separation of Fragments, treated by Operation.
By FREDERIC EVE, F.R.C.S. LIGHTERMAN, aged 41, admitted to the London Hospital four years ago with transverse fracture of both patellae. Accident occurred nine months previously, and he had been treated elsewhere by strapping for six weeks. A subsequent fall determined complete inability to walk. On admission the patellar fragments were separated on each side by about 3 in., but were freely movable. Operation on January 13, 1906, consisted in freely dividing the insertion of the quadriceps into each upper fragment; the fibrous bond of union was dissected away and the bony surfaces freshened; the fragments were then wired. Healing by first intention. The patient was able to walk out of hospital, and now-four years later-he has regained good power of extension and can do his work as a lighterman. The gaps in the Quadriceps tendons have partially filled up.
